
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: “When Thunder Writes a Letter” is the name of the current 5-week sermon series, which has 
been designed to invite us to explore the major themes of 1 John and how they apply in the life of a disciple 
of Jesus in this day and age.  Today’s sermon, “Sin,” is the second in the series.  You will find the order of 
worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:   
   9:00 a.m.   Traditional Worship 
 10:05 a.m.   Sunday School
 11:00 a.m.   Contemporary Worship 
   7:30 p.m.   College Ministry

In Depth: Sunday 
School classes are 
offered at 10:05 a.m. 
for all ages. To learn 
more about Adult 
Sunday School classes, 
call Amy Wilson Feltz 
at 672-7893 or send 
her an e-mail to 
amyw i l son fe l t z@
aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

Check out our website, www.aldersgateabilene.org, on the “connect” page 
for an updated calendar of events! 

Monday: Labor Day
    Office and Academy Closed
   
Wednesday:
    7:00 p.m.    Chancel Choir

Academy Ministry: Hello Aldersgate Family
        Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for 
the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”  (Matthew 19:14) 
       Another school year has begun here at your Academy! As I am writing 
this article on our first day back, the sounds of crying, laughing, talking, 
and more crying children are buzzing in my ears. I try to imagine myself as 
a child being dropped off, as a parent dropping off my child, and as a new 
or returning teacher awaiting the arrival of the children. I am overwhelmed 
by all the emotions of the day. Fear, anxiety, and excitement are being 
experienced by every person. 
         As we begin the next chapter of the Academy, we ask for your continued 
prayers for the children, their families and our staff. Please pray for peace, 
comfort, calm and patience, prayers for sleep, and feelings of safety and 
belonging. Pray that these families feel the love of Jesus and his church in 
their lives.  With your continued prayer support, we will help children and 
others know that God is GOOD!  God is GREAT! — Carol Rogers



    There are a few individuals on the First Impressions team who will be moving soon. While we are happy 
for them and the ways that God will use them wherever they go, we are also sad to lose vital members 
of our congregation. Pastor Amy isn’t exaggerating when she reminds us each Sunday morning that the 
community is richer and fuller because of each person present. With these individuals moving, opportunities 

to serve abound! You are invited to commit to serving on the First 
Impressions team in place of these individuals, until the end of 
March. With a six-week rotation schedule, you will only serve five 
times. 
      I hope that you will consider serving in this capacity. It is a 
really great way not only to practice hospitality, but to meet people 
whom you would not normally have the opportunity to meet 
on Sundays. If this sounds like something in which you might 
be interested, please let me know! You can email me at jessica@
aldersgateabilene.org or call/text me at 210.849.9122. 
— Jessica Watson

Mission Field: The Perks of Being a 5th Grader

Connections: Volunteer for First Impressions Today!

   Every so often as I walked 
through the halls of Bowie 
Elementary School last year, 
a 4th Grader would stop me 
and say, “I’m going to be in 5th 
Grade next year.” I knew what 
that meant. They had heard 
about a  program that has been 
designed to give the students 
some incentive to do their very 
best during their last year of 
elementary school. At the end 
of every six weeks, those who 
meet the criteria are invited to 
participate in a treat or party of 
some sort — ice cream floats, pizza, a movie, a trip to Prime Time (see photo) and more! So while reward 
might be a better word than perk in this instance, the 5th Graders at Bowie definitely look forward to having 
some fun at the end of every grading period. I look forward to it, too, and I’m way too thoughtful to keep all 
of the fun to myself . . . so I want you to know that you’re invited, too! If you are interested in volunteering 
at these parties, mark your calendars for October 2, November 13, January 7, February, 26, April 15, and 
May 23, and contact me at amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org or (325) 660-5017 for more information. 
Grace and Peace! — Amy Wilson Feltz



When THUNDER Writes a Letter: Sin
1 John 1:5-2:2

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

What’s up with Hamartia?

 Outward Sin…

 Inward Sin…

Sacrifice of Atonement

Purify us

The path and practices of Sanctification: 
 

 Self-examination (psalm 139)

 Confession (I John 1:9) 

Although we are renewed, cleansed, purified, sanctified, the moment we truly believe in 
Christ, yet we are not then renewed, cleansed, purified altogether; but the flesh, the evil 
nature, still remains (though subdued) and wars against the Spirit. So much the more let 
us use all diligence in “fighting the good fight of faith.” So much the more earnestly let us 

“watch and pray” against the enemy within.
From John Wesley’s standard sermon #13: On Sin in Believers



College Ministry: Week Two of the Oaks!

   Children’s Ministry: Bible Basics
     At Aldersgate, we love the Bible, 
and want to instill that love into 
our children, as well. John Wesley, 
the founder of the Methodist 
movement, called himself a Bible 
bigot — following it in all things, 
both great and small, and rejecting 
all else. May we all strive to be like 
that! 
  Last week, we gave our new 3rd 
Graders their very own copy of the 
Holy Bible so  that they can begin 
to study it and learn it, and, most 
of all, learn to love it. In children’s 
church, Sunday School, and Kids 

for Christ, we work on our Bible Basics, including learning the books of the Bible, how to look up passages 
in it, and memorizing scriptures from it. My prayer is that our children will be comfortable with their Bibles, 
and it will become a source of comfort, strength and guidance for their lives. — Alayna Brooks

   Students, join us for the second week of The Oaks, tonight at 7:30 p.m. in the Patio Room! Hopefully, 
after your second week of classes, you have become accustomed to your new schedule andhave gotten into 
more of a routine. I want to encourage you to make time and space within your schedules for spending 
time with others from your faith community. 
There are many ways in which you can do that, and 
you have started in a fantastic way by attending 
worship here this morning. I hope you will join 
us for The Oaks if you would like to take a deeper 
step into our community. At The Oaks, we enjoy 
fellowship around a meal and work at having real 
conversations regarding our faith and spirituality. 
We believe that when we get real with each other, 
we allow God to work for our own transformation 
into Christ-likeness. We also are starting two 
Growth Groups for the semester: one for freshmen 
and another for upperclass students. If you are 
interested in joining one of these, please email me 
or mark the back of your Welcome Card. Grace 
and Peace — Kyle Watson (325-665-9116 or kyle@
aldersgateabilene.org)



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt
Alice Shaw

Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Mary Buckner
Millie Speed

Presence                       8.30.2015

Budget for 2015 = $808,647.00
Received This Week = $10,900.52
Received This Month-to-Date = $69,076.99
Received Year-to-Date = $529,070.33
2015 Faith Promise Pledge = $41,819.00
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $31,210.36
Total Playground Pledges & Donations = $75,000.00

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Service = 208
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service = 227

Total Worship = 435
Sunday School = 167

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 
childcare is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

We extend our sympathy and prayers to Robert and Stacie Alvarez 
and their family upon the death of Robert’s father, Robert Alvarez, on 
August 31, 2015.



by Pastor Steve
We invite you to 
read Eat This Book: A 
Conversation in the Art 
of Spiritual Reading by 
Eugene H. Peterson. If 
you would like a copy, 
please call the church 
office at 672-7893, or make a note on 
the Welcome Card, and we will order 
a copy for you. The price is $15. Grace 
and Peace!
  —  Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

In the Word                

Sun:    
Mon:  
Tue:   
Wed:  
Thur:  
Fri:    
Sat:      
How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages 
that will take you through the Bible in 
a year. Please consider reading both 
each day as we continue to grow in our 
knowledge of God’s word.  

Genesis 1-3
Genesis 4-7
Genesis 8-11
Job 1-5
Job 6-9
Job 10-13
Job 14-16

In the spirit of the early Methodists, we 
are inviting you to read I John in one of 
several different ways during this 
sermon series (August 30 - October 3). 
1) Read the whole book every day.  
2) Read a chapter a day for five days out
    of the week.  
3) Read the same chapter daily for a 
     week. 
Any of these options will give you deep 
exposure to the book in the Bible that 
the early Methodists believed to be 
most important.

   Sermon Passages

     Chronological Bible Readings

    We proclaim to you what we have seen and 
heard, so that you also may have fellowship 
with us. And our fellowship is with the Father 
and with his Son, Jesus Christ.  I John 1:3

    How people receive and what they “get out of” a sermon never 
ceases to fascinate me. The aftermath of last week’s sermon from 
I John on fellowship was no exception. Many of you commented on 
how much you appreciated the John Wesley quote that I shared. I was 
a bit surprised, albeit very pleased, by that! The quote went as follows: 
“Though we cannot think alike, may we not love alike? May we not be 
of one heart, though we are not of one opinion? Without all doubt, we 
may. Herein all the children of God may unite, notwithstanding these 
smaller differences.” This quote is from the 39th of John Wesley’s 
52 standard sermons (Google it if you would like to read the whole 
sermon). The title of the sermon is Catholic Spirit. If Wesley were 
titling the sermon today, he might call it Universal or Wide Spirit.  
    As the quote alludes and the whole sermon unpacks, followers 
of Jesus must guard against lifting our opinions higher than we 
should. We should be careful not to demand that people accept 
our opinions before we “give them our hand.” Nor should others 
demand we accept theirs. Love (hence our church’s logo) is central 
to the teaching of Jesus, the early Methodists, and us. Love for God 
and neighbor is to have its way over all opinions, no matter how 
important they are to us.
     I think we are tempted to sort this out by first asking the question, 
“How do I know what is just opinion?” The problem is that we are 
starting with “opinion,” where Jesus and John and John Wesley 
would have us start with Love. Wesley writes:
   “First, Love me (but in a higher degree than thou dost the bulk 
of mankind) with the love that is long-suffering and kind; that is 
patient…Second, commend me to God in all thy prayers; wrestle with 
him in my behalf, that he would speedily correct what he sees amiss, 
and supply what is wanting in me…Third, provoke me to love and to 
good works. Second thy prayer, as thou hast opportunity, by speaking 
to me, in love, whatsoever thou believest to be for my soul’s health.”
    Do you have differences of opinion with anyone to whom God 
may be calling you to reach out with the above approach of love this 
week?


